TIMING PAD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to timers, more specifically, a timing pad where a weight sensor 
begins the timer when weight is removed from the pad and stops the timer when weight is 
5 returned. 

When drinking with friends, contests sometimes emerge where one person believes that 
he or she can drink a beverage quicker than another. Typically the contest begins with someone 
yelling 'go' and commences with the first slamming of a glass or bottle onto a table. When such 
event arises, the most common method of determining the winner in such contest is by visual 

10 means. Simply watching the contest, however, has many drawbacks, including 1) having one 
person "sit out" of the contest by being forced to be the lookout, 2) the lookout having to keep 
close watch over all the participants in the contest, however numerous, 3) the lookout not being 
able to discern the fastest drinker because several participants finished at approximately the same 
time, and 4) disagreements arising as to who was the true victor. 

15 But what if the lookout had a means of precisely recording the time it takes for someone 

to finish her drink? Wouldn't that make it easier to discern who was the true victor? In this 
situation, although the lookout would be able to record a precise time as to when a participant 
finishes his beverage, the lookout can only perform this function as to one participant only. A 
contest would not function using this method of timing because each participant having his or her 

20 own lookout timer would be the only way of determining a victor. Thus, although timing 

participants engaged in such contests is a good idea in theory, it is simply impractical in practice. 
Thus, the present invention helps to alleviate the need for cautiously watching other 



participants and having many people serve as lookouts by having a pad which serves as a timer. 
Since each participant would have his or her own timing pad, the need for lookouts is eliminated 
and each participant will be able to be aware of the precise amount of time it took to finish the 
beverage. 

The prior art includes the following United States patents: 
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Brooks et al. 
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6,504,481 B2 


Teller 


12/08/2000 


01/07/2003 


4,334,113 


Ditto et al. 
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5,575,553 


Tipton 
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Johnson et al. 


02/05/1999 


05/16/2000 



None of the above patents or publications disclose a timing pad used in conjunction with 
the timing of drinking of a liquid. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The primary object of the present invention is to provide a timer pad for consumers of 
beverages to monitor the amount of time it takes to consume an entire beverage. 

A further object of the present invention is the timing pad can be used for other purposes, 
such as allowing a mixture to set for cooking. 

Another object of the present invention to is to provide an advertising medium for 
beverage companies, bars, restaurants, and the like. 

The present invention fulfills the above and other objects by providing a timing pad made 
of compressible materials, having a stop watch-like timer and weight sensor therein. The weight 



sensor would activate the timer when weight is removed from the pad and stop when weight is 
replaced onto the pad. The timer would reset upon pressing the reset button on the side of the 
pad. 

The above and other objects, features, and advantages of the present invention should 
become even more readily apparent to those skilled in the art upon a reading of the following 
detailed description in conjunction with the drawings wherein there is shown and described 
illustrative embodiments of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

This invention is described by appended claims in relation to a description of a preferred 
embodiment with reference to the following drawings which are explained briefly as follows: 

FIG. 1 is a top view of an embodiment of the present invention, with a hypothetical 
advertisement placed thereon; 

FIG. 2 is a side view of the embodiment of FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view along lines 3-3 of the embodiment of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a bottom view of the embodiment of FIG. 1 ; 
FIG. 5 is a flow chart showing the operation of FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 6 is a side view of the front side of the embodiment of FIG. 1, with a mug of beer 
placed thereon. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
Listed numerically below with reference to the drawings are terms used to describe 
features of this invention. These terms and numbers assigned to them designate the same 
features throughout this description. 
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1. timer display 

2. weight sensor area 

3. perimeter 

4. reset button 

5. side 

6. top section 

7. stop watch-like timer 

8. weight sensor 

9. bottom section 

10. advertisement 



11. front side 

12. weight sensor to timer connector 

1 3 . battery to timer connector 

14. battery 

15. reset button to battery connector 

16. battery to weight sensor connector 

1 7 . battery compartment cover 

1 8 . battery compartment security device 

1 9 . battery compartment 

20. beer mug 



With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, a top view of the timing pad is shown with hypothetical 
advertisement 10 placed thereon. The timing pad has a top section 6, bottom section 9 and a 
perimeter 3 comprising a plurality of sides 5. Objects, such as mugs, glasses, and bottles, can be 
15 placed upon the timing pad on the weight sensor area 2. A user presses reset button 4 to reset the 
timer display 1 to zero before commencing. A perimeter 3 surrounds the weight sensor area 2. 

In FIG. 2, a side view of the front side 11 of the timing pad is shown. The reset button 4 
is located in the front side 11 which preferably would be made of soft material, such as neoprene 
rubber. 

20 In FIG. 3, the weight sensor 8 is located between the top section 6 and the bottom section 

9, both sections preferably made of soft rubber. The stop watch-like timer 7 is located below the 
top section 6. The battery 14 is placed in the battery compartment 19. The battery compartment 
19 is located above the bottom section 9. The sides 5 connect the top section 6 to the bottom 
section 9. The reset button 4 is connected electrically to the battery 14 by the reset button to 

25 battery connector 15. In turn the battery 14 is connected electrically to the timer 7 by the battery 
to timer connector 13. The battery 14 is also connected electrically to the weight sensor 8 by the 



battery to weight sensor connector 16. The weight sensor 8 is connected to the timer 7 by the 
weight sensor to timer connector 12. 

In FIG. 4, a bottom view of the timing pad is shown. The battery compartment cover 17 
is shown with a battery compartment cover security device 18, which preferably would be a 
5 screw. 

In FIG. 5, a flow chart of the operation of the invention is shown. The reset button 4 is 
pressed to momentarily interrupt the circuit in order to reset the timer 7 and the weight sensor 8. 
The battery 14 supplies power to the timer 7 and the weight sensor 8. When weight is removed 
from the weight sensor 8, the weight sensor 8 will start the timer 7. When weight is reapplied to 
10 the weight sensor 8, the weight sensor will stop the timer 7. 

In FIG. 6, a side view of the front side 11 of the invention is shown with a mug of beer 
20 that would supply the weight on the timing pad before commencing operation as described 
above. 

The timing pad should be of sufficient shape and size as to accommodate various sizes of 
15 containers, including, but not limited to, mugs, glasses, bottles, and bowls. The top section 6 
should be translucent enough as to permit easy visualization of the timer display 1. Finally, the 
sides 5 should be resilient, yet have sufficient rigidity as to withstand pressure exerted from users 
who may forcefully slam down mugs, glasses, bottles, etc.. 

The use of the present invention allow users to time how long it takes for her to consume 
20 a beverage. In addition, it permits easy determination of a victor in drinking contests. 

It is to be understood that while a certain form of the invention is illustrated, it is not to be 
limited to the specific form or arrangement of parts herein described and shown. It will be 



apparent to those skilled in the art that various changes may be made without departing from the 
scope of the invention and the invention is not to be considered limited to what is shown and 
described in the specification and drawings. 
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